tions, Herr Director/* Helene said, and now she was sit-
ting very erect in her chair. She noticed that her hands
showed a tendency to twist off the buttons of her gloves,
and she put them firmly and severely on the arms of her
chair, where they had to stay quietly,

** You know that, broadly speaking, we have to con-
form to tariff regulations. According to these you would
be entitled to a commencing salary of 260 marks a month.
Naturally, we cannot put you on the same basis as out
other young chemists, and we will therefore find some
loophole out of the tariff difficulty. I propose an allow-
ance of 200 marks a month for expenses ? " He threw
a hasty glance at Helene's face and added quickly : " We
could also add a bonus of, say, perhaps another 200 marks
a month."

Helene began to smile, " Oh, no I " was all she said.

The silent gentlemen in the arm-chairs murmured*
Helene looked across at Dr. Sandhagen, who lowered
his eyelids quite slowly once. Don't give way 1 was what
this little signal between colleagues meant.

"If I understand aright you simply decline these
terms ? I assure you that they are exceptionally favour-
able terms for us to offer you. After all, we have to take
into consideration your inexperience of commercial work.
For even if the scientific direction of the department is
entrusted to you, we would have to place all the organisa-
tion and practical work in other hands. That not only
means a division of work, but an increase in expense------**

"It is not altogether certain, Herr Director, that I
should be incapable of doing any organising or practical
work. I have naturally endeavoured to educate and in-
formr^yself on such matters since you indicated to me
the possibility of this post. I have already told you that
I can easily adapt myself. Moreover, concrete practical
work is much more after my own heart than abstract
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